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October 9, 1995 Contact: Denise Horstman, ext. 262 

FREE LECTURE ON MODERN ARTISTS DOROTHY DEHNER AND DAVID SMITH 

The tumultuous lives and artistic careers of long-time spouses Dorothy Dehner and David 
Smith will be the focus of a talk by Joan Marter at the Cleveland Museum of Art on Wednesday, 
October 11, at 7:30. "Arcadian Nightmares: Dorothy Dehner and David Smith at Bolton Landing" 
is the title of Dr. Marter’s lecture, which complements the exhibition Dorothy Dehner: Drawings, 
Prints, Sculpture (on view through November 5). 

Dorothy Dehner (1901-1994) grew up in Cleveland and in California. She met Smith 
(1906-65) in 1926 while studying art in New York, and they married a year later. They lived 
briefly in the Virgin Islands, traveled throughout Europe, and, in 1940, left New York City to live 
permanently on their farm at Bolton Landing in the Adirondack Mountains. They lived without 
electricity or running water, Dehner raising their vegetables and making their clothing, while 
continuing to paint and draw. She later reminisced, "There was much beauty in our lives in that 
unspoiled countryside, both in our way of life and the natural setting around it." The couple’s 
relationship deteriorated over time, and they separated permanently in 1950, divorcing in 1952. 

Dehner created a highly original body of modernist and abstract work as a sculptor, 
printmaker, and draftsman, though her career was often unfairly eclipsed by Smith’s. Dr. Marter 
will talk about Smith’s sculptures and both artists’ drawings from their years at Bolton Landing; 
she will focus on their work from the 1940s, and on such subjects as the nude, war themes, and 
biomorphic images. 

Dr. Marter’s lecture is the annual Harvey Buchanan Lecture in Art History and the 
Humanities, sponsored by The Case Western Reserve University Department of Art History and 
Art. A reception follows, also sponsored by CWRU. 

Dr. Marter is Professor of Art History and Director of Graduate Studies at Rutgers, the 
State University of New Jersey. She is the author of the exhibition catalogues Dorothy Dehner and 
David Smith: Their Decades of Search and Fulfillment, Dorothy Dehner, A Retrospective of Sculpture, 
Drawings and Paintings, and Dorothy Dehner, Sixty Years of Art, She has also written books on 
Alexander Calder, Jose de Rivera, and Theodore Roszak, and is co-author of a forthcoming book 
on American sculpture in the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

The current exhibition of Dehner’s work features six metal sculptures and about seventy 
works on paper dating from the 1940s to 1980s. 
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